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husband's joys and sorrows with selfless devotion. A race or a nation which
discounts this natural healthy expression of women's life must be regarded as
decadent. The other day, I read in the press that the present Dictator of Germany
declared that women cannot have both careers and marriage* We may quarrel with
Hitler's statements, with the policy which he is now adopting in his land, but
there is an important truth which underlies this dictum of his. It is not
possible for women to do their work efficiently in their offices and run their homes
at the same time. One or other of these things is bound to be sacrificed by their
dual allegiance. It is this sound principle that underlies the practice in the
Women's Superior Medical Service, that married women should not be entertained
on the staff.

CO-EDUCATION

Another question that generally provokes legitimate difference of opinion is that
of co-education. In these days of the onset of democracy, a good theoretical case
can be made out for co-education in all stages. But in a country like ours, with
its rooted traditions and conservative instinct?, perhaps, it is wiser ^to be more
cautious. The best scheme would perhaps be to have co-education in the early
stages, kindergarten and primary, when the boys and the girls are not more than
about 9 or 10 years of age, and separate them from their 10th year until they grow
mature and self-confident and capable of thinking and judging for themselves. I
would have said that there might be co-education only in the post-graduate classes,
but perhaps, it may not be unwise to have co-education, in the graduate classes
also, but certainly it should not be adopted in any other stage, not even in the
Intermediate classes. Co-education in the graduate and post-graduate stages^will be
a preparation for actual life where men and women are thrown together in their
professional and other activities. I am suggesting this not only as the result of
my knowledge and experience in India but from my acquaintacce and large experience
with other countries also.

In medical education, however, I am a great believer in giving men and women
the same opportunities of learning together and of being examined by identical
tests. It would be disastrous for many an Indian home if, prompted by mistaken
ideas of chivalry, we allow women students to pass medical examinations by the
application of an easier standard of practical tests as compared to men
students.

Times are changing rapidly. The impact of western culture is upsetting our
old customs and social institutions. Caste restrictions are disappearing. The

marriageable age of girls has been raised.   There are   unmistakable   signs of s^re^
thening of public opinion in favour of widow-remarriage and abolition of the purdah
system."

Amidst the conflicting currents the drift of which it is difficult to foresee, there
is one perceptible strain in the stream, one undeviated purpose slowly but sure-
ly evolving from the present, and that is the unshackling of the womanhood of
India from the chains of the past. In the future our women will play an increas-
ingly important part in social life, in the progress and the transformation of our
ideals. They will indeed be the chief executive officers for propagating onr ideas
of health, hygiene and social advancement. Such steps as we take now will bear
fruit in times to come and therefore it is the duty of our leader, men and especi-
ally women, amongst whom I hope to see an increasingly large number of our
women graduates and educated people, to take a forward step with full responsi-
bility and with the knowledge that whatever we do to-day will guide the welfare and
happiness of generations to come. Here the aspirations of ail communities are
to be one, here the claims of climate, religion and social authority should be foregone
in the unity of an undivided aim. It is to this future that I invite you to look, to
this hope to turn for consolation, to this goal to consecrate your efforts,

DEMOCRACY

The question of equality in education of man and woman takes me to the larger
issue of democracy. Till the other day, we thought that the greatest contribution
of western nations in the matter of political organisation is the institution of demo-
cracy. But to-day, some of the progressive and powerful western nations have
abandoned democracy and are adopting modified autocratic forms of governmen
which critics call tyranny and dictatorship. They fell that government by talk andt
discussion with large bodies does not make for speedy and efficient action. When